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That was the week that wasé 
 

As I write I am just back from the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
and what a week it was , so here are some highlights: 
 

Roll Away the Stone  
 

Would you ever think of going to Church in Princess Street Gardens in Edinburgh? 

Well thatôs what thousands did on the afternoon of Sunday 22 nd May. It was 
church with a difference.  
 

Throughout the afternoon there were a series of showcase events on the three 
stages from Fischy Music to The Scottish African Choir. Along ñThe Avenueò from 
the main bandstand to the second stage were a variety of stalls highlighting the 

work of the Kirk and affiliated groups. It all came to a climax at the end of the 
afternoon as everybody gathered by the main bandstand for a time of worship.  
The sun was shining, though the day w as breezy and the area around the 

bandstand soon filled up and spilled over into the gardens. Worship was led by a 
200 strong choir, a pipe band, a live band and organ music ï not all at once ï 
and the moderator of the General Assembly preached.  The Church of Scotland 

dead?  Definitely not! The stone was well and truly rolled away from the tomb 
that afternoon.  
 

Meanwhile a storm was brewingé 
 

Weather wise that is.  I spent Monday happily cocooned in the Assembly Hall 

blissfully unaware of the storm force w inds raging outside.  That was until 
6:00pm and time to head ñhomeò to my brothers in Cowdenbeath.  Waverly 
Station was empty of trains that were going anywhere, both Forth Bridges were 

closed and the road system was at gridlock.  It made for an interestin g journey to 
say the least but thanks to a couple of coincidences (or should that be God-
incidences) I got back to Cowdenbeath and a comfortable bed via Stirling!  
 

Difficult times aheadé 
 

The rest of the week was a series of fairly intense debates punctuated by the odd 
report that we could happily say amen to.  
 

The debate on whether people living in a same sex relationships could be 
ordained as ministers of religion took the best part of a whole day of the 
assemblyôs time.  It saw the General Assembly chart a course for the Church of 

Scotland away from the traditional orthodox Christian view that same sex 
relationships are contrary to the teaching of Scripture.  The issues are more 
complex than the permissive and politically correct view of society.  That view can 

be summed up with the phrase ñas long as it is lovingò then anything goes.  
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 Some folk think it is time for the Church to catch up with society while others 
consider the Church has to remain distinctive and true to the teaching of 
Scripture.  Both views are held sincerely.   

 
The heart of the matter is the interpretation of Scripture.  The focus may seem to 

be around a single issue but that is just where the line is being drawn in the 
sand.  That said the General Assembly voted by a majority to move towards ther 
acceptance of same sex relationships, though it did not make a final and binding 

decision on the matter.  It also set up Theological Commission to examine the 
issue further and to repo rt back in two years time.  The General Assembly of 
2013 may well choose to take the Church back to the traditional orthodox 

position! 
 
While some folk are already preparing to leave the church over this issue it is not 

perhaps the most pressing issue the Kirk faces.  A shortage of ministers looms 
due to recruitment not matching retirements.  There is also a shortfall in funding, 
the Kirk cannot afford the ministers it has.  So plans are in hand to down size, 

plans that will see just about every congregatio n feel the breath of readjustment.  
The planning process is underway in our own local Presbytery and barring the 
odd miracle I doubt if Fenwick will retain the privilege of being a ñsingle chargeò.  

That is to say that in future years Fenwick can expect to  share a minister with at 
least one other congregation.  That undoubtedly means the folk of the Kirk doing 
more of what they generally see as the ñministers jobò unless of course they and 

you are happy to see the church slip slowly into the abyss of declin e. 
 

Looking ahead..  
 
The skies may be leaden around us but the local forecast is bright. We are 

looking forward to a busy Autumn in the Kirk.  It is likely to kick off in September 
with another 24 hour prayer event, followed by a ñDust if You Mustò themed 
service and Back to Church Sunday (look out for a Rugby World Cup themed 

breakfast event!).  Into October there is the Harvest Supper followed in 
November by a return visit from Island Breeze and t he Scots night.  So lost sot 
look forward to.  Roll away the stone?  We rolled it away long ago! 

 
Blessings 
 

Geoff Redmayne  
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Holy Week Worship. 
 

The May Covenanter was just able to report on the services up till the Wednesday so I 

pick it up from there. 
 

Maundy Thursday. 
 

Geoff led an appropriate Communion service for about 20 worshippers that evening. For 

those who attended it was very worthwhile. 
 

Good Friday. 
 

The day dawned bright and dry but with a cold northerly wind. Approx 25 of us set off in 

several big cars for Lochgoin for 10am where the wind was stronger but the location 

spectacular. The monument was marked by our Palm Sunday flags and we had two 

crosses one on the railing and the other in the adjoining field. The service revolved 

around Matthew's account of the Trial and Crucifixion of Jesus read by a rotating mix of 

Simon, Nora, Jim and Melanie interspersed by hymns and songs accompanied on guitar. 

One new one we found was Come and See which resonated through the whole week and 

was a joy to sing. The aim was to get a Feel for a Cross on a Hill and standing on the 

ground which marks our own Scottish sacrifice that wasn't difficult at all. The cold wind 

causing minor discomfort seemed somehow just right.  
That afternoon David Finnie and I went to the Arran Walk in now lovely weather and 

witnessed the astonishing public statement of Christian faith. 
 

Easter Day. 
 

The diehards (about 20 of us including Sharon!) turned out at 5.50 for the Sonrise service 

followed by Hall breakfast. We were rewarded with a splendid sunrise and with a second 

airing of Kathryn's remarkable prayer about Fear. 
Then full Communion morning and evening with two different themes, one modern and 

one traditional with reasonable turnout. 
But overall the turn out during the most important week of the church year was a little 

disappointing including some office bearers both current and retired who should consider 

whether they could have done better. I quite appreciate that sometimes other events get in 

the way and most importantly work commitments, but it's our church and its future lies 

only in our hands. One excuse for not coming to Lochgoin was really very funny, but it 

was meant to be serious!  
 
John Macmillan 
 
Worship convenor 
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ALLAN ELECTRICAL SE RVICES  

(NEWMILNS) LIMITED  

INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC  

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING  

1A HIGH STREET, NEWMILNS KA16 9EE  

(WORKSHOP AND OFFICE ) 

Telephone 01560 322161 
Fax : 01560 323178                                 

Mobile:  

07971432088 or 07762765609 
 
email: allan9946@aol.com 
 

     GORDONôS              General store 
      96 Main Road, Fenwick            Tel:01560 600418 

             For All Daily Newspapers and General Groceries 

                               PLUS  +  PLUS  +  PLUS 

GORDONôS EXTRA SPECIAL ï FRESHLY MADE        

        FILLED ROLLS         
                             BUY THEM ï TRY THEM ï THEYôRE GREAT 
 

       ONCE TASTED YOUôLL BE SINGING  THEIR  PRAISESé 
          éIF ITôS NO A GORDONôS ITôS NO GOOD FOR ME 

IF  YOU WISH,  CALL  US ï THE  ROLLS  WILL  BE READY  WHEN  YOU WANT  THEM  

 

OPENING HOURS---- MON-WED   7AM -1.30PM 

              THURSDAY  7AM -1.30PM---2.30PM-4.30PM 

              FRIDAY          7AM -1.30PM 

              SATURDAY  7AM -12NOON  
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Classical Night 2010 

 

Those of you who attended the Classical Night last October will remember 

the wonderful evening of music and singing which was a fitting conclusion 

to these musical evenings held over a number of years. As in previous 

years, all monies raised was donated to applicants who, in the opinion of 

the organising committee, were most in need of funding to help further 

their musical education. 

A great many people, too many to mention, have been involved in the 

organisation of this event. To them, many thanks for all the time and effort 

devoted to this. 

Is there anyone out there willing to take up the challenge to keep the 

óMusic Weekendô going, by organising an event for the Saturday night? 

 

 

Fenwick Garden Club 

 
On Thursday 19th May, members of the Garden Club were fortunate enough to 

have a dry evening to visit the gardens of Mr and Mrs Ballantyne in 

Crookedholm. 

We were able to wander around the beautiful woodland areas down by the river. It 

is really amazing that this garden exists so close to a very busy road! After our 

walk, we were treated to a welcome cup of tea and some delicious home baking. 

The Garden Club trip to Edinburgh Botanic Gardens is on Saturday 19
th
 June. 

There are still some places available on the bus. Please phone Irene Couper if you 

would like to join us (Tel. 01560 600520) 

 

Fenwick Church Guild 
 

The Guild will resume for the new session on Tuesday 27 September 2011 

This will be a Friendship Evening and once again Hugh McGilp will be 

entertaining us on his fiddleða great success last year. 

Any visitors will be most welcome ï Please phone Nan Tivendale at 600789 in 

order that catering can be arranged. 
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NORTH GLASSOCK    

BOARDING KENNELS AND CATTERY  
 

BY FENWICK KA3 6ER ï TELEPHONE 01560 600246 

(just off theA77 on the road to Waterside) 

 

GEORGE LESLIE, B.V.M.S, M.R.C.V.S. 
NANCY LESLIE 
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Rural Roundup 
 

Moscow: Moscow WRI held its AGM in the Hogg Hall, Galston on Monday 2
nd

 

May. President Moira Young welcomed the members. Secretaryôs and 

treasurersôs reports were then given. Prizes were then presented to: 

Points Prize and the Guide Dog replica to Elsie Nisbet, 2
nd

 Lily Watson, 

 3
rd
 to Mary Montgomerie 

Triers Prize went to Audrey MacKenzie and Helen Green 

Jessie McKinnon Quaich to Sarah Falconer 

After votes were counted the new committee is as follows: 

President: Myra Seton, Vice-President: Joan Cree, Secretary: Catherine McInnes 

Treasurer: Anne Borthwick, Press Secretary: Jean Caldwell 

Competitions Secretary: Lily Watson 

Committee: Catherine Barr; Mary Dunlop; Mary Montgomerie; Anne Mitchell 

(GL); Elsie Notman; Mary Smith; Margaret Donaldson;  Rosie Morris. 

Moira Young is ex-officio. Handiwives representative ï Mary Montgomerie 

Netta Howie then gave a most interesting talk and show of slides of her recent 

cruise from  Southampton to Sydney with various beautiful stopovers en route. 

Hostesses who provided a most enjoyable cup of tea were Moira Young and 

Catherine McInnes. 

Myra Seton gave the Vote of Thanks. 

Next meeting is a fish demonstration on 5
th
 September.  

Competition 3 fruit scones and a vase of flowers. 
 

Fenwick Rural held their Annual General Meeting in the Church Hall on 

Thursday 12 May. The Minute Secretary and Treasurer gave their reports and new 

Committee members were elected. Maureen Rodger will be the new President. 

A Taste and Try Competition was held ï Savoury or Sweet Dish ï with the 

following results : 

Points: 1
st
 Margaret Dykes 2

nd
 Norma Barr Equal  Edith Muirhead 

Prize Total Age of Committee (765) 

1
st
 Anna Kirkland 2

nd
 Maureen Rodger 3

rd
 Norma Barr 

Sylvia McCutcheon Memorial Rosebowl   - Handmade Card 

1
st
 Edith Muirhead 2

nd
 Greta Morton 3

rd
 Janice Logan 

The four 1
st
 equal winners for the Points Cup 2010/2011 were : 

Nan Tivendale Anna Kirkland Edith Muirhead Margaret Dykes 

The winner of the Sylvia McCutcheon Memorial Rosebowl was Edith Muirhead. 

The vote of thanks for the evening was given by Mrs Elsie McLellan who thanked 

retiring President Margaret Dykes for all her hard work. Hostesses for the evening 

were Mrs E. McLellan and Miss Mary Speirs. 
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MIRAGE HAIR SALON 
93A Main Road Fenwick 

                                      Telephone: 01560 600888 
           PRICE LIST     FULL   OAP 

 Blow Dry/Set    £14.00                 £12.00  

 Cut and Blow Dry    £22.00  £19.00 

 or Cut S/Set          (long hair extra) £19.00 

 Highlights (Cap)    £35.00  £30.00 

 Foils (from)               £40.00  £35.00 

 Foils ï 2 colours    £45.00  £38.00 

 Tint      £39.00  £34.00 

 Regrowth    £35.00  £30.00 

 Semi Permanent colour   £30.00  £26.00   

                                 Perm    £36.00  £31.00 

   Dry Trim     £8.00                       £7.00 

   Shampoo Trim    £9.50                       £8.50    

   Children - Dry Cut    £7.00            

   Gents ï Dry Cut     £7.00   

                  

                 CLOSED   Monday 

                    OPEN     Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday ï 9.30am to 5.30pm 

                                                   Thursday 9.30am to 7pm 

                                                   Saturday 9am to 2pm 

 
 

SUNNYSIDE        
Cottage Garden Nurseries 

Moscow   KA3 6HY Tel ς 01560 700678 
Bedding Plants, Filled Baskets and Containers 
Ready now, or bring your own to be refilled 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ range of CONTAINERS and COMPOST 

now in stock 

Visit our new grow your own area for 
Seed Potatoes, Seeds, and Fruit Bushes 
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Services  & Events June to August 2011 

Day Date Time Theme etc Scripture 

     

 
June 

   Sun  05/06/11 10.30am I am the gate John 10:1-10 

Sun  12/06/11 10.30am Pentecost: Breath of God 

 Sun  19/06/11 10.30am Junior Church & YCam awards service:  

 

   

Celebrating Children & Youth 

 Sun  26/05/11 10.30am I am the good shepherd John 10:11-21 

 
July 

   Sun  03/07/11 10.30am I am the resurrection and the life John 11:21-27 

Sun  10/07/11 10.30am Pulpit Supply TBA 

 Sun  17/07/11 10.30am I am the way, the truth and the life John 14:1-7 

Sun  24/07/11 10.30am I am the true vine John 14:1-7 

Sun  31/07/11 10.30am Pulpit Supply TBA 

 

 

August 

   

Sun  07/08/11 10.30am I am the Alpha and the Omega 

Revelation 1:9-

18 

Sun 14/08/11 10.30am Themes for services in August TBA 

 Sun 21/08/11 10.30am ñ 

 Sun 28/08/11 10.30am ñ 

 

 

September 

   Sun 04/09/11 10.30am ñ 

 Notes: 

1) Children of all ages are catered for each Sunday whether by learning zones, 

holiday fun club, creche, Junior church, YCam or All Age Worship services. 

2) Services marked *  are All Age Worship.  This is an opportunity for the whole 

family of the Church (Junior, Youth and Adult Churches) to worship and learn 

together. 

3) Junior church  (playgroup to P7) and YCam (Youth) meet each week joining 

with the whole Church family for the first part of the service before going to their 

own learning zones or activity. YCam leave at a later point in the service. 

4) The quoted scriptures are the Bible base for the week, readers should contact the 

Minister to obtain their readings for the week. 

 

Harvest Supper 
The Harvest Supper will be held on Saturday 1st October at 7pm in the Church 

Hall. This will be a family night for all of the Community. Put it in your diary 

today and don't miss out on what will be a fun night for all the family, as well as 

raising funds for others. More details will follow. 
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                DRIVES-REVIVED! 
Also Block paving, slabs, patios, decking!  

High pressure rotary washed. Weeds and 

slippery moss removed. Drives re -sanded and 

sealed (optional). Slippery algae on decking 

removed and then treated. Quicker and more 

effective than ordinary pressure washing.  

Contact: Pat Douglas  
01560 485235        Mob: 07702 091398  
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Fenwick Community Council 

 
A meeting of Fenwick Community Council was held in the Fulton Hall on 

Wednesday 11 May. 

Constables Sword and Dodds from Galston police office attended and informed 

the meeting that in the past month 2 houses in Maunsheugh Road were broken 

into and a theft had occurred at Whitelee Wind farm none of which are yet 

detected. Two local teenage vandals who are well known are continuing to cause 

problems in the village. They were seen causing damage to the play park in 

Kirkton Road last weekend. However, Constable Sword pointed out that the 

police should be informed, even anonymously, when any incidents occur so that 

the matter can be dealt with expeditiously.  

Chairman John McFadzean and Councilor Young are having a meeting with the 

roads department next week to discuss the possibility of having a bigger 

roundabout built at the corner of Main Road and Stewarton Road so that the 

express buses can pick up passengers in the village before returning to the 

motorway. 

A question was asked regarding the closure of the hall for routine maintenance 

while Fenwick Nursery is in session and not during the two summer months when 

schools are closed as this causes chaos to parents having to make other 

arrangements for their children. Councilor Young said she would look into the 

matter. 

Litter on the outskirts of the village is still causing problems. This is caused by 

drivers throwing empty food bags from vehicles on Stewarton Road roundabout 

and at the roundabout at the bottom of the village when leaving the motorway. 

There are no new planning issues this month although pressure is being kept up 

regarding the unwanted Mansell Homes development in Skernieland Road with 

massive objections by around 600 people from Fenwick and surrounding area. It 

was also pointed out that the unofficial 'Stop Mansell' website with the rude logo 

is not the work of the community council. 

John Smith informed the meeting that the International Co-operative Movement 

in Geneva have now officially recognised Fenwick as the first co-op in the world 

and is all the more reason to conserve Fenwick and scrutinize any detrimental 

developments.  
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How the Internet Started 
Well, you might have thought that you knew how the internet started, but hereôs the 

TRUE story. 

In ancient Israel, it cam to pass that a trader by the name of Abraham Com did take unto 

himself a young wife by the name of Dot. 

And Dot Com was a comely woman, broad of shoulder and long of leg, she was often 

calledé.. Amazon Dot Com. 

And she said unto Abraham, her husband: ñWhy dost thou travel so far from town to town 

with thy goods when thou can trade without leaving thy tent ?ò 

And Abraham did look at her- as though she was several saddle bags short of a camel 

load-but simply said: òHow, dear?ò 

And Dot replied: ñI will place drums in all the towns and drums in between to send 

messages saying what you have for sale, and they will reply telling you who hath the best 

price. And the sale can be made on the drums and delivery by Uriahôs Pony Stable (UPS)ñ 

Abraham thought long and decided he would let Dot have her way with the drums. And 

the drums rang out and were an immediate success. 

Abraham sold all the goods he had at the top price, without ever having to move from his 

tent. 

To prevent neighbouring countries from overhearing what the drums were saying, Dot 

devised a system that only she and the drummers knew. It was called Must Send Drum 

Over Sound (MSDOS), and she also developed a language to transmit ideas and pictures- 

Hebrew To The People (HTTP). 

But this success did arouse envy. A man named Maccabia did secrete himself inside 

Abrahamôs drum and began to siphon of some of Abrahamôs business. But was soon 

discovered, arrested and prosecuted for insider trading. 

And the young men did take to Dot Comôs trading as doth the greedy horsefly take to 

camel dung. They were called Nomadic Ecclesiastical Rich Dominican Sybarites or 

NERDS. 

And lo, the land was so feverish with joy at the new riches and the deafening sound of 

drums that no one noticed that the real riches were going to that enterprising drum dealer 

Brother William of Gates, who bought off every drum maker in the land. 

And indeed did insist on drums to be made that would work only with Brother Gatesô 

drumheads and drumsticks. 

And Dot did say: ñOh, Abraham, what we have started is being taken over by others.ò 

And Abraham looked out over the Bay of Ezekial, or eBay as it came to be known. He 

said: ñWe need a name that reflects what we are.ò 

And Doté. replied: ñYoung Ambitious Hebrew Owner Operators.ò ñYAHOO2, said 

Abraham and because it was Dots idea they called it YAHOO Dot Com. 

Abrahamôs cousin, Joshua, being the Gregarious Energetic Educated Kid (GEEK) that he 

was, soon started using Dots drums to locate things around the countryside. 

It soon became known as ï Godôs Own Official Guide to Learning Everything or 

GOOGLE. 

And thatôs how it all began. So now you know. 
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JAMES WILSON & CO 
 

AGRICULTURAL TRACTORS & MACHINERY 

 FOR SALE OR HIRE 

 

BERRYHILL, MOSCOW, GALSTON 

 

 

TEL: 01560 700273 FAX: 01560 700625 

 

MOBILE: 07836747879 
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Survival Guide to summer 

Greetings! It is June and halfway through 2011 (does anybody think this year has 

gone in crazily quickly?), but more importantly, it is finally summer! Yes 

summer, time for sun, holidays, ice cream and time at the beach; on the other 

hand, it is also that time of bees, sunburn, unwise wardrobe choices and days of 

disappointing intermittent rain. In light of the problems summer can bring, and 

since this is the last Covenanter before the summer break, I thought it might be 

wise to provide you with a handy cut out ónô keep Survival Guide to Summer. 

This may be particularly useful if you are fed up with your old dad repeatedly 

committing one of the social faux pas associated with the warm weather, but this 

could quite easily apply to your friends or yourself. Remember - just because the 

temperature is way up doesnôt mean you have to lose your cool! 
 

1. Gala Day is coming up soon, a great day to get out and have fun in the local 

community. But please recall that the dressing up contest is generally 

considered to be for the children, and while it is okay to take a ride on the 

teacups no matter what age you are, screaming in fear is frowned upon. 

2. This is one for the men who take their shirts off at the first sign of sunny 

weather. Your shivering blue torsos searching for a glimpse of sunlight 

through the clouds are not as attractive as you think they are, and when you do 

find sun, you will burn. Save it for the beach!  

3.  I know that we all like to have a nice tan, but this is no excuse for sitting in 

your garden until your face resembles a lobster. The tan obsession does also 

tend to bring on some unfortunate wardrobe malfunctions - do not sacrifice 

your dignity in search of a tan. Those short shorts belong back in the ó80s with 

Rubikôs cubes and Rick Astley. 

4.  Holidaying abroad presents many difficulties: the airline sending your luggage 

to Vietnam when youôre going to Spain; waking up at 3am to try and snag that 

best recliner by the pool; embarrassment at your fellow Brits thinking that 

everyone will understand English as long as they speak LOUD-LY AND 

SLOW-LY E-NOUGH. However, most importantly you are representing the 

UK, so leave the Speedos at home... 

5.  Finally, remember that this is not the Costa del Sol. No matter how good the 

outlook is, there is still one piece of equipment that is vital to surviving the 

Scottish summer - your umbrella!  
 

Keeping this in mind, you should have no trouble surviving the summer. 

However, in the end having fun and making some great memories is more 

important than looking cool, so enjoy yourselves! See you in the autumn! 

Rhona Hamilton 
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Thatôs Life 
 

The first day, God created the dog and said: óSit all day by the door of your house 

and bark at anyone who comes in or walks past. For this, I will give you a lifespan 

of twenty years.ô 

The dog said: óThatôs a long time barking. How about only ten years and Iôll give 

you back the other ten?ô 

So God agreed. 

On the second day, God created the monkey and said: óEntertain people, do tricks, 

and make them laugh. For that Iôll give you a twenty year lifespan. 

The monkey said: óMonkey tricks for twenty tears? Thatôs a very long time to 

performéHow about I give you back ten just like the dog did?ô 

And God agreed 

On the third day God created the cow and said: óYou must go into the field with 

the farmer all day long and suffer under the sun, have calves and give milk to 

support the farmerôs family. For this I will give a life span of sixty years.ô 

The cow said: óThatôs kind of a tough life you want me to live for sixty years.. 

How about twenty and Iôll give you back the other forty?ô 

And God agreed. 

On the fourth day God created humans and said: óEat, sleep, play, marry and 

enjoy life. For this Iôll give you twenty years 

But the human said: óOnly twenty years? Could you possibly give me my twenty, 

the forty the cow gave back, the ten the monkey gave back, and the tan the dog 

gave back; that makes eighty, okay?ô 

óOkayô said God, óYou asked for it.ô 

So thatôs why for our first twenty years we eat, sleep, play and enjoy ourselves. 

For the next forty years we slave in the sun to support our family. For the next ten 

we do monkey tricks to entertain our grandchildren. And for the last ten years we 

sit by the door and bark at everyone. 
 

 

Anne Dunlop 
 
I would like to thank the church for the tulips I received after my accident at 

Easter. Also my 94 yr old Father died peacefully in Ayrshire Central Hospital on 

6th May. He was a remarkable man. Church Elder, choir member, keen gardener 

and Largs Thistle Supporter. My parents were married for over sixty years and 

were thrilled to receive the telegram from the queen. I feel so proud to have been 

his daughter, Special thanks to Pat Parkin, my church elder Moira Scott and Irene 

Couper. Also to George who had to take me to all the different Hospitals over the 

last 4 months. 
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