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THE COVENANTER March  2011  
 

CHURCH SERVICES ï SUNDAYS 10.30am 

JUNIOR CHURCH and Ycam ï 10.30am 
 

MINISTER: Rev Geoff Redmayne BSc. B.D., M.Phil, the Manse, 

 2 Kirkton Place, Fenwick   KA3 6DW  Telephone 01560 600217 

 E-mail : gredmayne@btinternet.com  

Session Clerk: Mrs Nora Shanks, Glenleitch Farm, Fenwick Telephone: 

01560 600202 

Gift Aid/Freewill Offerings:  Mr A.Crosbie Telephone: 01560 322229 
 4 Campbell Street, Darvel, KA17 0DA Email:fawltytowersdarvel@yahoo.co.uk 
Church Treasurer:  Ruth Ford, Arisaig, 5 Portree Avenue, Kilmarnock.  

Telephone: 01563 551928. Email ruthhford@msn.com 

Chairman of the Board: Mr John Macmillan, 118 Maunsheugh Rd 

Fenwick Telephone: 01560 600390 

Clerk to the Board: Irene Couper,6 Raith Road,Fenwick KA3 6DQ 

Tel. 01560600520 Email: irenecouper@btinternet.com 

Roll Keeper: Ruth Ford, Arisaig, 5 Portree Avenue, Kilmarnock.  

Telephone:01563 551928. Email ruthhford@msn.com  

Organist: Vacancy  

The Covenanter: 
Production/Distribution:  Jean Bowes, 2 Rysland Drive Fenwick 

Telephone: 01560600259 

Reporting: Babs Aitken, 5 Breahead Rd, Fenwick, KA3 6FD 

Tel:01560 600318 Email babs@covenanter.co.uk 

Convener/ Advertising: Bill McNab, Avrilea, Kingsford, Stewarton. KA3 

5JS Telephone 01560 482468 Email william.mcnab@btinternet.com 
 

All copy for the magazine should be received at least two weeks before the 

first Sunday of the publication month. 
The Covenanter can now be found on the internet at www.covenanter.co.uk  
 

Fenwick Parish Church (Church of Scotland) Registered Scottish Charity No SC010062 
 

I would like to apologise to Jenny Anderson for getting her name wrong in last 

months printed edition of the Covenanter. I did manage to correct it for the 

internet version but I must say I am very sorry and hope that it did not cause you 

to much bother.     Bill McNab 
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Facebook & God! 
 

I can be a bit of a luddite when it comes to new things. I love gadgets and 

technology so a mobile phone became a must but for a long time I preferred a 

phone call to a text conversation!  How things change, when I started into 

chaplaincy at Glasgow Warriors  the principal form of primary contact with any 

of team apart from my weekly ñbeing aroundò is text to their mobile phones.  The 

same applied to computers, great for word processing, dealing with figures, 

editing photos, searching for information on the internet and even using e-mail 

but social networking thatôs another thing.   So it was only recently that I decided 

I ought to catch up and set up a face book account (you can find me at 

facebook.com/geoff.redmayne).  
 

I am fascinated how people use it. Some folk seem to diarise their every moment 

and status comments can range from the banal ñIôm boredò to the really 

interesting ñI am a new grandmotherò through the informative ñstuck in hospitalò 

to the ridiculous ñthe bestò. On the other hand some folk never write anything 

about themselves but are clearly watching what other folk write and are quick to 

comment. Others still I suspect simply watch what everybody else is doing.  That 

said itôs been great to catch up with some old friends from way back.  Someone I 

worked with back in the 80s found me and we caught up on colleagues we had 

worked with. A couple of Sharonôs friends from schooldays have also turned up 

and it is good to keep up with them. Itôs also been great to share in folkôs 

photographs of various travels and events, some of them posted as they travel. So 

all in all my experience to date has been positive. 
 

It has got me thinking, however, if God had a Facebook page what would it be 

like? 
 

The first thing to note is that your own privacy setting would not be a lot of good.  

Folk by their very nature are selective about what they share on Facebook. Even 

those who seem to write a minute by minute account of their life in their status 

updates arenôt sharing everything.  To be honest whether on Facebook or in our 

day to day encounters we all tend to let people see the person we want them to 

see.  Weôll share some experiences with them but others weôll keep firmly in the 

drawer marked ñprivateò.  Nothing wrong in that necessarily, some things are 

private and rightly so, just so long as we are not being two faced about it!  
 

The point is that God sees right past our ñprivacyò settings. Somewhat unfair 

perhaps but he sees right inside you and sees the real you.  Your joys, your 

sorrows, your pain, your heartache, your emotions, your desires (both for the 

good and not so good), your ambitions, your successes, your failures, your true 

potential and more, these are all an open book to God. He actually knows you 



better than you know yourself, he knows what makes you tick, he knows what 

you need and he knows what is best for you.  You can lock the ñBook of Youò or 

assign parts of it never to be read but God knows every letter on every page, even 

those you may have hidden away from yourself!  Scary thought perhaps but it 

should also be a comforting thought, God knows you...as a mother knows her 

child, as a shepherd knows his sheep.  You donôt have to ñaddò God as a ñfriendò 

for him to see everything there is to see. You donôt have to ñaddò God as a 

ñfriendò for him to know you. 
 

So what about Godôs page?  Well he certainly hasnôt locked it away behind 

privacy settings. Everything there is to know about God is in the public domain. 

Some of it can be deduced from creation, some from human nature and even more 

from the pages of the Bible. God has revealed himself to us, perhaps, no more so 

than in His Son Jesus Christ.  That said it helps to ñaddò him as a ñfriendò.  When 

you do all the information you ever needed to know about God just seems that 

much more accessible. When you ñaddò God as a ñfriendò you will find the story 

of His great and wonderful love for you. Not a fairytale story but a real story. A 

story that begins before the beginning of time yet a story that is set in time and 

history. The story of a God who is love. The story of a God who gives of himself 

that you might know and experience that love for yourself.  Once you add him as 

a friend he will constantly post on your ñwallò letting you know that he is there 

for you. His ñstatusò updates will simply state ñGod is loveò, for there can be no 

better description of God and His activity.  
 

So to conclude Geoff Redmayne is ñin my study putting the finishing touches to 

my March Covenanter article hoping that folk will start to get an inkling of just 

how much God loves theméò 
 

Watch out for the mad March hares and the glory of daffodils as winter finally 

gives way to spring! 
 

Geoff Redmayne  

 

A Mars a day helps you work, rest and play.  
 

An apple a day keeps the doctor at bay.  
 

A prayer a day é     keeps your troubles away.  
 

From a recent Sunday morning service, the ñprayerò saying was 

completed by a primary 7 Junior Church child, in her own wordsé what 

insight! 
Covenanter Page 4 



 

ALLAN ELECTRICAL SE RVICES  

(NEWMILNS) LIMITED  

INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC  

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING  

1A HIGH STREET, NEWMILNS KA16 9EE  

(WORKSHOP AND OFFICE ) 

Telephone 01560 322161 
Fax : 01560 323178                                 

Mobile:  

07971432088 or 07762765609 
 
email: allan9946@aol.com 
 

     GORDONôS              General store 
      96 Main Road, Fenwick            Tel:01560 600418 

             For All Daily Newspapers and General Groceries 

                               PLUS  +  PLUS  +  PLUS 

GORDONôS EXTRA SPECIAL ï FRESHLY MADE        

        FILLED ROLLS         
                             BUY THEM ï TRY THEM ï THEYôRE GREAT 
 

       ONCE TASTED YOUôLL BE SINGING  THEIR  PRAISESé 
          éIF ITôS NO A GORDONôS ITôS NO GOOD FOR ME 

IF  YOU WISH,  CALL  US ï THE  ROLLS  WILL  BE READY  WHEN  YOU WANT  THEM  

 

OPENING HOURS---- MON-WED   7AM -1.30PM 

              THURSDAY  7AM -1.30PM---2.30PM-4.30PM 

              FRIDAY          7AM -1.30PM 

              SATURDAY  7AM -12NOON  
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FENWICK CHURCH GUILD  
 
The talk on 22

nd
 February by Helena Burgoyne on the history and renovation of 

the Kingôs Theatre Glasgow was very enjoyable and the costumes which she 

brought to show were amazing. 

Brenda Downie led the meeting and Pat Parkin gave a comprehensive vote of 

thanks. 

The next Guild meeting is on the 22
nd

 March .  There will be a short talk from 

Janette McAllion and Victoria Wadsworth who will tell us what they thought 

about their trip to Sri Lanka last year.  This is also the AGM and the committee 

will welcome any suggestions from members about the guild and which charities 

we should support. 

The final meeting of the session is on 29
th
 March. This is usually the Spring Tea 

but this year it is to be a little different. It is a social evening with a buffet supper 

and fun so we hope all our friends who usually come will join us. 

 If you would like to come and have not been invited by a guild member please 

see Nan Tivendale (600789) who will be pleased to hear from you. 

-o- 

  

Fenwick Bowling Club 

The afternoon whist took place on 3rd February.  Lady President, Jean Caldwell, 

was cardmaster and she presented the prizes to the winners who were - pink cards 

1st Mae McFarlane;  2nd Jessie Chestnutt;  consolation Morag McPhun.  White 

cards - 1st Rinee Currie;  2nd Jean Morton;  consolation Jean Currie. 

The annual whist drive was held in the Church Hall on Friday, 11th.   President, 

George McGavin, welcomed everyone and acted as cardmaster.  George's wife, 

Mae, presented the prizes and drew the raffle.  The whist winners were - ladies 1st 

 Marrette Craig;  2nd Margaret Donaldson;  3rd Mae McFarlane;  4th Jessie 

Dunlop;  5th Ann Steele;  consolation D Watson.  Gents 1st Margo Dubrey;  2nd 

(equal) John Smith and E Watson;  4th Jean Hannah;  5th Margaret Woodburn; 

 consolation John Welsh.  Vice President, Jack Wells, gave a comprehensive vote 

of thanks to all those who had contributed to the success of the evening. 

 

The dates for the March whists are Thursday 3rd at 2pm and Saturday 12th at 

7.30pm both in the clubhouse.  Everyone interested will be made very welcome.  
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NORTH GLASSOCK    

BOARDING KENNELS AND CATTERY  
 

BY FENWICK KA3 6ER ï TELEPHONE 01560 600246 

(just off theA77 on the road to Waterside) 

 

GEORGE LESLIE, B.V.M.S, M.R.C.V.S. 
NANCY LESLIE 
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Fenwick Community Association 
 

Burns Supper - Fenwick Community Associationôs Burns Supper held on 

Saturday, 29th January was a sell out and once again a very successful 

evening.  Our thanks go to our guest speakers, musicians and vocalist for 

making such an enjoyable evening.   City Eats provided a delicious 

traditional meal.  Thank you to all who supported the evening, and the 

committee for all their hard work. 

 

AGM  - The Community Association will be holding their Annual General 

Meeting on Monday, 21
st
 March at 8.00 pm in the Fenwick Hotel.  Most 

people will be aware the Community Association organize the Gala Day & 

Dance, Duck Race, Jazz Night, Burns Supper and many other popular 

events throughout the year. There are a few members retiring from the 

committee after serving for a number of years and we will be sorry to lose 

them. We are appealing for new members who can bring new & fresh 

ideas; this will allow us to continue to organize old and hopefully new 

events. Iôm sure you will agree it would be sad to think that perhaps there 

might not be a Gala Day! With your help anything is possible a little input 

goes a long way. Please come along to the AGM even if only to find out 

what we are about.  For information contact:  Sheila 01560 600097   

 

Gala Day ï The village Gala Day will be held on Saturday, 11
th
 June.  

Preparations are well underway.  The theme for this yearôs Gala is 

óFenwick Weaverôs Co-operative 250
th 
Anniversaryô.   

If you would like to book a stall please contact Louise on 07886844600 or 

email:lljmclaughlan@hotmail.co.uk . 

  For any other information contact Leona on 07901713418 or Isobel on 

01560 601199. 
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LENT, HOLY WEEK AND EASTER PREPARATION  
  

In discussion with Geoff, I have decided to put a hold on the now regular 

Tuesday Lenten series this year. So there will be no such series, unless 

someone ease seizes the reigns of that.  

  

Instead there will be a series of different services during Holy Week. The 

precise details of that, are still to be ironed out. News will come in the 

April Covenanter. The theme will be Are YOU waiting in Anticipation, in 

Joy, in Fear or in Total Apathy?  

  

Subject to discussions with the musicians, it is intended that this series will 

be musical, prayerful and reflective all at once.    
  

John Macmillan 
 

 

 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 
The Community Council meeting took place on Wednesday, February 9. 

There was a delay and the starting time postponed until 8pm but a very 

good meeting followed with some very important matters decided on i.e 

action to be taken plus a better idea who this Mansel Company who are 

proposing to build houses is. The prospect of the number of houses and the 

style is a horrendous cloud hanging over everyone for the future of our 

village environment.  

Two Police officers attended and reported that there had been two incidents 

in the area - one of Domestic abuse and the other of someone trying to pass 

counterfeit £20 notes.  

Over 90 were at the meeting attended from all parts of the village and 

farms, showing that a great deal of interest has been generated.  

The next meeting of the Community Council will be held in the John 

Fulton Memorial Hall on Wednesday 9 March a 7.30pm 
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The Fulton Club 
 

On the 9
th
 of February we had a Beetle Drive, which was won convincingly 

by the Dollybirds! 

During the month of March, we will have our bowling and dominoes finals 

and AGM (9
th
), and on the 16

th
 Jean and Frank Cassidy will pay us a visit 

with Hearing Dog Bobby. There will be Bingo and a Raffle.  

Our closing session is on the 23
rd
, when we will be entertained by the 

Salvation Army Singers. 

 

Fenwick Garden Club 
 

Our meeting on 17
th
 February was a very interesting talk, with 

demonstrations, by Mr. Stanley Hunter on pruning and taking cuttings. I 

think everyone learned something, and Mr. Hunter had to answer a great 

many questions! Mr. Hunter also kindly donated a new variety of patio 

rose for our raffle (Nan, we will looking for cuttings next year!). The 

competition for a favourite planter was won by Anne Borthwick (2
nd

 

Elizabeth Kelly and 3
rd
 Norma Barr)  

Our next meeting is on 17
th
 March (7.30pm in the Church Hall). This is our 

Spring Bulb Show. For classes, members please see the syllabus. 

There will also be a talk by Mr. Paul Matthews of Glasgow Botanic 

Gardens on the restoration of the Kibble Palace.  

For further information, phone Irene Couper on 600520. 

P.S. We are very short of gentleman gardeners ï are there any out there 

 

Parish Register February 2011  

 
Funerals  

 
13th December Andrew Mathewson, High Gainford 
With apologies to the family that this failed to appear in last issue of The Covenanter 

 
4th February   Frank Dixon, Hallhouse Nursing Home, Fenwick 

21st February  Martha Craig, Graceland Nursing Home 
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MIRAGE HAIR SALON 
93A Main Road Fenwick 

                                      Telephone: 01560 600888 
           PRICE LIST     FULL   OAP 

 Blow Dry/Set    £14.00                 £12.00  

 Cut and Blow Dry    £22.00  £19.00 

 or Cut S/Set          (long hair extra) £19.00 

 Highlights (Cap)    £35.00  £30.00 

 Foils (from)               £40.00  £35.00 

 Foils ï 2 colours    £45.00  £38.00 

 Tint      £39.00  £34.00 

 Regrowth    £35.00  £30.00 

 Semi Permanent colour   £30.00  £26.00   

                                 Perm    £36.00  £31.00 

   Dry Trim     £8.00                       £7.00 

   Shampoo Trim    £9.50                       £8.50    

   Children - Dry Cut    £7.00            

   Gents ï Dry Cut     £7.00   

                  

                 CLOSED   Monday 

                    OPEN     Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday ï 9.30am to 5.30pm 

                                                   Thursday 9.30am to 7pm 

                                                   Saturday 9am to 2pm 
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